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Frelace; Acknowledgments; Inircxiuction. 

1. Variations on a (heme; What are aroids and wliere do they grow? 

2. 01 tails and traps and the underweMid: Mechanisms ol repre^duction. 

3. VVood landers: Species ol temperate woodland and higher altitudes ol the tropics and 
subtropics. 

4. Ac|uaiicsand /Vmphibians: Species ol wetlands and water. 
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. A place In the sun; Species ol arid and seasonalK' l1i*\' regions. 

6. In t he shadows: Species ol the tropical rainlorest I kbor. 

7. Towards the light: Tropical climbers and epiphytes. 

8. The titans:Giant tuberous s[X"cies ol the tropics. 

9. An acc|uired taste; Aroids as food plants. 

10. Acids and crystals: The chemistry and to.xicity ol aroids. 

> J J ' 

■ Aroids in cultivation (witli detailed notes on hc’iw to do it, arranged b\' genus and sj^ecies). 

■ C. heck list ol aroid genera (concise o\'er\hew ol classil ication, with number ol species, distribu 
tion, habit, and ecology lor each genus). 

■ G 



■ Relerences 

■ Inde.x 

Its an amazing lamily— so much structural di\'ersity and so much biological diversit\ — with about 
UV) genera and 3200 sc)ecies. Fhilc^dendron anthurium (Ant/iKriam), green di'agt^n 

and Jackdivthe-pulpit {Arlsdcmu), dumb cane {DicljcubachUi), duckweeds (Fem/iu and relatives), 
monstera ( Muns/cru), pothos (Pol /in.s and relatives), caladium {(Ailculium), golden-club iOwnd urn), 
skui3k cabbage ^Sytuplocdrpus). calla (Gu/lc/). taro {( olih dsid ), waiter lettuce iPis(id), cr\'ptocor\’ne 
atid lagenandra {Cd'vpiocoryuc and Ld^cudmlvd). titan arum [Amorphophdllus), arum lily 
{Zdntcilcscluii). ... even those with only a [xissitig interest in horticulture knmv most i'll these names. 
Atid e\’eti the inside-oriented see these plants in aquaria. malFs. and shad\, highh' tamed gardetis. 
‘‘Sw'cet I lag is out ol the latniU' (Acnncscu/(om<.s. “I he Aroid that ne\'cr was,’ pp. 124-120) but sti 
given discussion; the duckweeds are in [Lemmi et al.. “neceptiwiy delicate dril ters,” pp. 100-1F>2). 
The new' editi(5n (4 Bown’s '^Aroids” con\'e\'s so much interesting inlonnatioti with as much 


clarit)' and wit as anything botanical I've ever read. The beautirul photons are integral. The author 
itilends the book as a general introduction to tlie kunily, “readable rather than only relerable but 
hsullicietit ly itilormative to attract enthusiasts whio already gixwv these remarkable subjects,” and as 
an ollermg “lor all [hose who linel structure atul design in ixuire an endless lascination." ^'ou ma\' 
w-ant one co[3y lor yoursell, one lor a rrieiui. and one lor the local public school librar\-. The GcneiLi of 
Af'dccdc (S.J. Mayoet al. 1447, Kew (^lardens) is tnore technical and more technically organized but a 
natural com|3anion t(5 the Bown volume, (div L. Ne<om. Boldfiinil Rcscdnh Insdiide oj Tcxd.y ,x^4 
Pcuin Sdeei, I nn Whnh. TX 7hl02-^0(nl I VS. A. 
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